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Background
This is a phase II study testing the efficacy and toxicity of paclitaxel and cisplatin in recurrent or advanced
squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix. It forms the basis for the phase III study by Gynecologic Oncology
Group (GOG) comparing this regimin to cisplatin alone.

Methods
Patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix who were not curable with surgery or radiation therapy
received paclitaxel at a dose of 135mg/m2 as a 24-hour intravenous infusion followed immediately by cisplatin
at a dose of 75mg/m2 intravenously at a rate of 1mg/min. Treatment cycles were repeated every 21 days.

Results
Overall response rate was 46% (CR 12%, PR 34%) with a median survival of 10+ months.
The major dose-limiting factors were neutropenia, thrombocytopenia, and gastrointestinal toxicities.
Two out of 44 patients died of neutropenic sepsis.

Discussion
The combination of paclitaxel and cisplatin appeared to have a favorable response rate in patients with
advanced cervical cancer. Toxicities seemed to be more significant when compared to previously reported
regimens of cisplatin-based chemotherapy without paclitaxel. The ongoing phase III trial from the GOG will
compare this regimen with cisplatin alone to assess response rate, toxicity, progression-free survival, and
survival.

OncoLink is designed for educational purposes only and is not engaged in rendering medical advice or professional services. The information
provided through OncoLink should not be used for diagnosing or treating a health problem or a disease. It is not a substitute for professional care. If
you have or suspect you may have a health problem or have questions or concerns about the medication that you have been prescribed, you should
consult your health care provider.

Paclitaxel and Cisplatin as First-Line Therapy in Recurrent or Advanced Squamous Cell Carcinoma of the Cervix: A Gynecologic Oncology Group Study

Information Provided By: www.oncolink.org | © 2025 Trustees of The University of Pennsylvania


	Paclitaxel and Cisplatin as First-Line Therapy in Recurrent or Advanced Squamous Cell Carcinoma of the Cervix: A Gynecologic Oncology Group Study
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Discussion


